STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

December 1, 2008
The Rutherfordton Town Council held a public hearing and its regular meeting on this day at 7:00 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Pro Tempore Jones welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Christy Bare, Jimmy Dancy and Terry Cobb and Mayor Sally Lesher.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney Louis Nanney and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Council recognized Fire Chief Tommy Blanton for 20 years of outstanding service with the Town and also recognized Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer Donald Hutchins for 10 years of service with the Town.  Eric Gibson of the Rutherfordton Enrichment Council invited everyone to open house at the Scout Hut on Saturday December 6th from 10-12.  Mayor Lesher reminded everyone of the Rutherfordton Christmas Parade to be held on Saturday, December 6th at 5:00 on Main Street Rutherfordton. Councilmember Dancy stated the Chamber of Commerce’s annual Reverse Raffle would be held at The Foundation on Friday, December 5th and tickets are available. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the agenda, deleting item number one, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of November 3rd, 2008, as written, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARING
At 7:07 pm, Mayor Lesher declared the public hearing open and stated the purpose of this public hearing is to consider (1) the designation of a historic district pursuant to NCGS 160A-400.4 upon the recommendation of the Historic Preservation Commission of the Town of Rutherfordton and (2) the designation of such historic district as the downtown historic district described in Section 139 Historic District of the Unified Development Ordinance and to amend the official zoning map to add such overlay district. Mayor Lesher opened the floor for comments. Tom Padgett questioned Council as to the relationship between the Town, the Historic Preservation Commission and Rutherford County in establishing landmark status for structures and whether or not the County could designate Landmarks inside the Town limits. Councilmember Jones requested Attorney Nanney look into this issue. Linden Clark who owns property at 135 Green Street questioned whether or not being designated inside a Historic Preservation District would prevent or require home owners to gain approval for routine maintenance on the outside of their property. Stan Clements, Chairman of the Historic Preservation Commission, stated the purpose of the Historic District was to give guidelines on significant changes to the exterior of a home and did not require homeowners to make any changes to their existing structures and has no effect on the interior of any property. He also stated that if the owner decided to demolish the home, the Historic Preservation Commission could at that point delay the demolition for up to one year while actively working with the homeowner to find another solution. Cathy Nance, a resident of 124 West 7th Street, inquired as to whether or not being in a designated Historic District would have any bearing on whether the home was used for personal or business use. Stan Clements stated that it would not and also informed Council of the difference between a Historic District and a Historic Landmark.  Mr. Clements noted that a Historic Landmark was a stand alone structure and did not have to be inside a Historic District. Hearing no further comments, Mayor Lesher declared the public hearing recessed until 7 pm, Monday, January 5, 2009. 
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS
Finance Director Rus Scherer presented several budget amendments to Council as follows:  (1) Receive donations to pay for gas logs at the Rutherfordton Clubhouse in the amount of $2,050. (2) Update budget to reflect current grants and interest earned for Clubhouse in the amounts of $16,032. Councilmember      Bare made a motion to approve the two above stated budget amendments as presented, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. Councilmember Jones asked of Town Manager Andrews the amount of funds that would be available due to the vacancy in the Community Development Department. Town Manager Andrews reported at this time she did not have the exact amount however; she has met with the department heads and they are diligently monitoring their budgets and keeping close tabs on spending at this time and will continue to meet to discuss savings options. Councilmember Jones also stated that Vicki Harrison, who was a contract organizer for the Town’s Fall Festival, did an excellent job on organizing and growing the Town’s annual Fall Festival.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilmember Jones reported IPDC met and presented Town employee Donald Hutchins a plaque for his services as outgoing Chair for the committee. Councilmember Jones also stated that he was nominated as the chair for the Transportation Authority Committee.  Finance Officer Scherer affirmed the bids came in low for installation of ball field lighting at Crestview Park and informed Council the remaining budgeted funds could be used to replace the lighting at the tennis courts as well as well as the ball fields. Councilmember Dancy informed Council that the Recreation Trust Fund Committee was very supportive in redirecting use of funds for lighting at Crestview Park.  Councilmember Jones made a motion to redirect additional remaining funds from the installation of lights at the ball fields to the installation of lights at the tennis courts, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Lesher reported the Strategic Planning Committees continue to meet. 
NEW BUSINESS
Tim Will of Foothills Connect requested of Council for use of a Town owned parcel of property located along Cleghorn Street, which abuts Cleghorn Creek and Kiwanis Park, as a demonstration garden. This garden would be part of the Farm Fresh project that was previously presented to Council by Community Development Director McWhorter.  Council directed staff to research permissive uses for zoning and economic development questions on this property and with positive responses to move forward with an agreement to be presented to Council at the January meeting. 
The second item of New Business was the consideration of Resolution concerning “Property Tax Burden Reduction” from the County Revenue Study committee presented by Dan Hageman, a member of the County Study Committee.  Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the Resolution concerning Property Tax Burden Reduction, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. (Copy attached)
Councilmember Dancy made a motion to change the direction for the flow of traffic at the Rutherfordton Clubhouse beginning after the new year, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Jones suggested the Town set aside the portion of the cemetery property that was purchased last year from Vera Scroggs, be used for the interment of ashes. Utilizing a 4’x4’ space for ash interment, the property size would give approximately 2,600 to 2,700 available cremation spaces. Council directed staff to form a committee to include Councilmember Jones, Community Development Director McWhorter, a representative from the Rutherfordton Garden Club and Public Works Director Keith Ward to begin the process and planning for this cremation area. 

Town Manager Andrews informed Council that Rutherford County Commissioners unanimously voted to support the Rutherfordton Interconnect “Green Line” resolution between the Town of Lake Lure and the Town of Rutherfordton.

At 8:20 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn the meeting, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
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______________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk
