STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

September 2, 2008
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting this day at 7:00 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Jimmy Dancy, Terry Cobb, Christy Bare and Bob Jones.  Also in attendance was Town Manager Karen Andrews.  Town Attorney Louis Nanney was in attendance via a conference call during the Closed Session.
PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Councilmember Dancy reminded everyone of the annual Relay for Life event to be held Friday, September 5, 2008 and invited everyone to attend. The Town recognized Pat Hardin for thirty-five years of service with the Town. A book will be placed in the Norris Public Library in her honor.  
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of August 4 and August 11, 2008, as written, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS

Mayor Lesher commended the Public Works department on their diligent effort on remaining accident free.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilmember Bare informed Council that the renovations at Rutherfordton Clubhouse are within thirty days of completion and thanked the Clubhouse Committee for their hard work on making the renovation a success. Mayor Lesher reported the Library Board continues to meet to discuss strategic space planning for the library.  The Historic Preservation Commission continues to meet and will set a date to meet with Council in September. Councilmember Jones met with the Transportation Committee and spoke with both district engineers in reference to the traffic lights at the Intersection of By-pass 74 and Charlotte Road. 
NEW BUSINESS

Alan Herrick, representing Gears & Gables, presented to Council an overview of the 2009 Gears & Gables event raising funds for Rutherford Housing Partnership.  Gears & Gables is a one day 125 mile bicycle ride around Rutherford County to be held on May 16, 2009.  All proceeds will benefit Rutherford Housing Partnership, a local non-profit providing urgently needed repairs to improve the health and safety of qualified low-income homeowners in Rutherford County. Mayor Lesher stated the Town would support this event in form of a Resolution to be passed closer to the event date. 
Councilmember Bare made a motion to award the lighting of ball fields at Crestview park bid to Mussco Lighting, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Bare made a motion to designate Councilmember Cobb as Rutherfordton’s voting delegate and Town Manager Andrews as the alternate to the NCLM 2008 Annual Business meeting, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
Council will meet with the Historic Preservation Commission on September 22, 2008     at 7:00 pm at the Rutherfordton Town Hall.
Council will meet, along with the department leaders on Monday, October 6, 2008 at 8:00 am at the Rutherfordton Town Hall for review and discussion of Bold Steps decided during the strategic planning sessions.
Councilmember Bare presented to Council a draft of Rules and Regulations for the Rutherfordton Clubhouse that was prepared by the Clubhouse Committee.  Included in this draft is the use of alcohol at the Clubhouse which would require a Rutherfordton Police Officer to be present. Councilmember Cobb requested clarification of the statement reading “No alcoholic consumption is allowed outside of the Clubhouse building” and whether or not this was to include the surrounding porches and decks. Councilmember Bare stated the enclosed deck and porch area would be considered part of the building but would refer this question to the Town Attorney to ensure proper terminology of this statement. Councilmember Cobb also inquired about the use of the basement area which, in the future, would possibly be used as office space and would that area be addressed now or at the time that the basement area is utilized. Councilmember Bare informed Council that once the space is available for utilization, more direction would be given on its possible uses.  Councilmember Bare stated the finalized Rules and Regulations agreement would be presented at the October Council meeting. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

The first item of unfinished business was the discussion/review of an ordinance allowing alcohol on Town property – Sidewalk dining ordinance and “Live at Five” events.  Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve Sec. 8-1105 of the proposed ordinance amendment allowing alcohol on Town Property in public places, with the Kiwanis Park area to be removed for further discussion, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Councilmembers Bare and Dancy voting in favor of the motion with Councilmembers Cobb and Jones opposing.  Mayor Sally Lesher voted in favor of the motion.  The motion passed on a three to two vote. 
Councilmember Bare made a motion to approve Sec. 6-3008 to stipulate Kiwanis Park area being removed for further discussion with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Councilmembers Bare, Dancy and Cobb voting in favor of the motion with Councilmember Jones opposing. Councilmember Bare requested clarification from Councilmember Cobb on his opposing vote and whether or not the vote included the Rutherfordton Clubhouse. Councilmember Cobb stated the clubhouse was excluded from his opposing vote. The motion passed on a three to one vote. 
The second item of unfinished business was the discussion and direction for possible lease of Town property (Main Street Park).  After extensive Council discussion, Councilmember Bare made a motion to lease a portion of the Main Street Park, (the back area of the park) to a for profit business, with a six month probationary period and a one year lease, with a $200 month rental fee, that the Town/RTR functions in the Park would take precedence; and the lessee would carry liability and alcohol liability insurance, the benches and planters are not to be moved, and the lease would be non-transferable, and staff to check with the School of Government about the legal situation of leasing public property to a private entity, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Councilmembers Bare and Dancy voting in favor of the motion with Councilmembers Cobb and Jones opposing. Mayor Sally Lesher voted in favor of the motion.  The motion passed on a three to two vote.  Councilmember Cobb asked if a committee or the entire Council was going to work with Mr. Hunter on the agreement.  Mayor Lesher stated staff was to work out the details and guidelines with Mr. Hunter per items noted in the motion; then attorney Louis Nanney would draw up the agreement.  Council would then approve the agreement prior to signing. 

At 7:35 pm Councilmember Bare made a motion to enter into Closed Session for the purpose of attorney/client privilege and economic development, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously.  
At 8:45 pm, Councilmember Bare made a motion to enter into open session with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.

At 9:20 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn. 
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Holly Davis, Town Clerk

CLOSED SESSION

Council requested the following persons to be included in the Closed Session: Police Chief Kevin Lovelace; Police Lieutenant Rick Parker; Public Works Director Keith Ward; and Finance Director Rus Scherer; along with TM Andrews.  Council received legal advice from their attorney, via phone conference, concerning sidewalk dining, lease of the Main Street Park, and a contractual agreement for the Crestview Ball Field lights.
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