STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

August 4, 2008
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting on this day at 7:00 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Bob Jones, Jimmy Dancy, Terry Cobb and Christy Bare.  Also in attendance were Town Attorney Louis Nanney and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Council recognized Public Works employee Kevin Blankenship for his five years of service to the Town. Councilmember Dancy invited everyone to attend the Relay for Life Survivors Dinner on August 18, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. to be held at RS Central High School. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of July 7, July 16 and July 25 2008, as written, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously.
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS
Police Chief Kevin Lovelace presented to Council a Resolution for ABC Officer Designation. This resolution would be for the Detective, Patrol Commander and one fill in position. Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the Resolution regarding designation of official(s) to make recommendations to the North Carolina Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission on ABC Permit Applications, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. Realize Rutherford asked the Town to consider a monetary sponsorship. Mayor Lesher and Council asked Town Manager Andrews to draft a letter to NC DOT supporting the Town of Spindale in reference to changing the timing of a traffic light at the intersection of Charlotte Road and Business 74. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

There were no Committee Reports given at this time. 
NEW BUSINESS
The first item of New Business was the discussion and possible action on the Bechtler Film Project with UNC-TV. The funding request is for a total of $25,000 over a 5 year period ($5,000 per year). The first year donation is in FY 2008-2009 with the funding coming from undesignated fund balance. This project has been approved by Rutherford County. After brief Council discussion, Councilmember Dancy made a motion to financially support the Bechtler film project with UNC-TV, taking this year’s funding, $5,000, from undesignated fund balance and to include the remaining four years in the Town’s annual budget, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
Councilmember Jones reported to Council that he met with Town of Forest City Mayor Jimmy Gibson, Town of Spindale Mayor Mickey Bland, County Commissioner Chuck Hill, County Manager John Condrey and Graham Fields a representative from Senator Dole’s office, to discuss the possible location of a veteran’s clinic in Rutherford County. Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the Resolution in Support of a New Veterans’ Clinic in Rutherford County,                         with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
Council took no action on the consideration, discussion and possible adoption of Ordinance to Allow Sidewalk Cafes and Sidewalk Dining in the Central Business District. 
No action was taken on the consideration, discussion and possible action concerning lease of Town property for use as a side walk café. 

Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the attached Capital Project Budget Ordinance for the Waterworks Road Pump Station, with Councilmember   Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Bare made a motion to Request of NC DOT for street closure for the October Hilltop Fall Festival, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the Design Plans for the Town’s Streetscapes and Kiwanis Park that were developed by NC State, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

The Town received three grants for the ball field lights at Crestview Park. Mayor Lesher recognized Finance Officer Rus Scherer for his hard work and efforts put forth obtaining these grants. The Town has contacted the Recreation Trust Fund Chair Lee Walke about requesting the remaining funds in the amount of $50,000 needed to complete this project.  No action was taken on this item. Council will revisit once the vote phone is received from the Recreation Trust Fund members. 
The next item for discussion was to award the construction bid for the White Oak sewer transportation line. Mr. Phil Feagan, representative for White Oak Development, presented to Council an amendment to extend the original agreement until August 8, 2008. After extensive Council discussion, Councilmember Dancy made a motion to accept the amendment to the second supplement for the White Oak sewer transportation line agreement, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Councilmembers Dancy and Bare voting in favor of the motion with Councilmembers Cobb and Jones opposing.  Mayor Sally Lesher voted in favor of the motion. The motion passed on a three to two vote. 
Council discussed the next step in the Master Plan process with Streetscapes, Kiwanis Park and Trails being a priority. 
Councilmember Dancy made a motion to move the September Council meeting to Tuesday September 2, 2008 at 7:00 pm, with Councilmember Bare       seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 

Councilmember   Jones   made a motion to enter into Closed Session for the purpose of Attorney/Client privilege, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously.  After a brief recess, Council entered Closed Session.

Councilmember Bare made a motion to hold a Special Meeting on Monday, August 11, 2008, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
At approximately 10:20 pm,  Councilmember  Jones  made a motion to enter into Open Session and adjourn the meeting, with Councilmember  Cobb            seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 






________________________________
                                                                           Mayor Sally Lesher
______________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk
CLOSED SESSION
Council received legal advice concerning the possible lease of Town property.  Council discussed and instructed Town staff as to the possible purchase of property.
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Mayor Sally Lesher

Holly Davis, Town Clerk
