STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

July 7, 2008
The Rutherfordton Town Council held its regular meeting on this day at 7:00 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Bob Jones, Christy Bare, Jimmy Dancy and Terry Cobb. Town Attorney Louis Nanney could not attend the meeting. Also in attendance was Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Lynn Hegeman of Carrier House Bed and Breakfast commented on the article in the June 2008 edition of Our State magazine. This article featured the Carrier House Bed and Breakfast, The Fire House Inn, the walking tours, Legal Grounds and Water Oak restaurants.  Tom Robinson with City Computer in Forest City presented to Council installing Wi-Fi in the core business district in downtown Rutherfordton. Mayor Sally Lesher informed him that would be discussed in Closed Session and to keep the Council informed of the progress. Councilmember Jones thanked Zoning Administrator Don Hutchins for taking care of overgrown greenery on a property in Forest Hills. Councilmember Cobb informed Council that five year old Avery Hodge, of Fernwood Drive, Rutherfordton, was invited to represent the State of North Carolina at the White House to play a T-ball game July 16, 2008.
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of June 2, as written and previously delivered to the governing body, and to amend the minutes of June 9, 2008, to include Council approval of a 3.1% Cost of Living increase for employees, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS
Mayor Lesher stated that future discussions would need to be held about the Town’s strategic planning. Councilmember Bare made a motion for Council to prepare a letter of intent to apply for Rural Center Grant to rehab manholes, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. Finance Officer Rus Scherer presented to Council for their approval the following budget amendments: (1) Formally accept Rural Center grant for replacing Waterworks Rd lift station.  (2) Rollover unused Design Funds to assist with visitor’s center in Town Hall, $7,000 and move County grant funds received in 07/08 to 08/09 expenses $4,000. (3) Use $100 from the Golf Course Capital Fund balance and $2,343.77 from the Annual Golf Course allocation to replace a bridge at the Golf Course. (4) Receive contribution from Rutherfordton Little League in the amount of $5,000 for the Crestview Park Ball Field Lights Project. Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the above stated budget amendments, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. Community Development Director McWhorter informed Council that the new restaurant, Anna Rose, will be opening on July 8 and encouraged everyone to come. Community Development Director McWhorter reminded Council that a meeting would be held on July 25, 2008 at 8:30 a.m. at The Foundation to discuss a zip code market survey that was conducted.               Forest City and Spindale Town Councils along with Rutherford County EDC and TDA board members will also be present. Council unanimously set a called meeting to hear the information presented at this meeting. Community Development Director reported the Town received a grant in the amount of $4,000 from the County Recreation Arts and Heritage Commission. Mayor Lesher informed Council the Town received the Baseball Tomorrow grant for the lights at Crestview Park and Finance Officer Scherer was instrumental in receiving this grant. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilmember Bare reported the Clubhouse Committee will meet to discuss recommendations and possible fee changes for the Clubhouse and the renovation is still on schedule. The Library Board met and continues to discuss space planning.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
The first item of unfinished business was the appointment and reappointment to the Town’s boards and committees.  Councilmember Bare made the motion to appoint and reappoint the following list of names for the various positions, with Councilmember Jones seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Committee/Board


Person


Term
Board of Adjustment
Ronnie Porter


7-1-08 to 6-30-11

Board of Adjustment
Hal Davis



7-1-08 to 6-30-11

Board of Adjustment
Kristi Grishaw (Alternate)

7-1-08 to 6-30-11

Board of Adjustment
Donna Scofield (Alternate)

7-1-08 to 6-30-11

Appearance Commission
John McWhorter (Chair)

7-1-08 to 6-30-11

Parks and Recreation
Tommy Walker


7-1-08 to 6-30-11

Parks and Recreation
Kim King



7-1-08 to 6-30-11

Planning and Zoning
Sandra Miller



7-1-08 to 6-30-11

Planning and Zoning
Pete Dickerson


7-1-08 to 6-30-11

Recreation Trust Fund
Frank Nanney


7-1-08 to 6-30-11

Historic Preservation Com. Keith Schoenfeldt


7-1-08 to 6-30-11

Clubhouse Committee
Delores Hill



7-1-08 to 6-30-11

Clubhouse Committee
Doris Clark



7-1-08 to 6-30-11

Clubhouse Committee
Fran Owens



7-1-08 to 6-30-11
Clubhouse Committee
Christy Bare (ex-officio)

7-1-08 to 6-30-11
Clubhouse Committee
Sally Lesher (ex-officio)

7-1-08 to 6-30-11
NEW BUSINESS
The first item of New Business was the discussion and possible action on use of $6,800 in FY 2008-2009 budget.  After brief Council discussion, Councilmember Jones      made a motion to set the Cost of Living rate at 3.1% with the remaining amount being spread across departments going towards fuel cost, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
The second item of New Business was The Certification of Municipal Ordinance Declaring Speed Limit Modification and Request for Concurring Ordinance by Department of Transportation. By adoption of this ordinance, the speed limit on Highway 221 South from Thunder Road, north to approximately Tanner Street, would be lowered to 35 MPH. Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the “Certification of Municipal Ordinance Declaring Speed Limit Modification and Request for Concurring Ordinance by Department of Transportation”, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
Council received a request in June 2007 to allow alcohol consumption at a “sidewalk café” setting. It was the consensus of Council to form a committee to include Mayor Sally Lesher, Police Chief Kevin Lovelace, Community Development Director John McWhorter, Town Manager Karen Andrews to review alcohol use policies at “sidewalk cafes”, Kiwanis Park and the Rutherfordton Clubhouse and to present this information to Attorney Louis Nanney for review. 
Councilmember Bare made a motion to adopt the “Declaration of Official Intent to Reimburse”, attached hereto, with Councilmember Dancy seconding. Motion passed unanimously. This is a declaration required by the bank to loan the funds for the capital items outlined in the FY 08-09 budget.
At 7:50 p.m., Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Closed Session for the purposes of (i) conferring with Town staff and providing guidelines for negotiation that would be related by staff to the Town Attorney pursuant to the attorney/client privilege and (ii)  to discuss economic development issues, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.  After a brief recess, Council entered Closed Session at 7:55 pm.

At 9:05 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Open Session and adjourn the meeting, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 






________________________________
                                                                           Mayor Sally Lesher
_____________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk
CLOSED SESSION
Council heard a presentation from developer Mike Hunter and his daughter Sara Gilling concerning a possible investment in the downtown area, and what they would request of the Town.  Council instructed staff to confer with the Town Attorney about this economic development issue, along with working with the Town Attorney Nanney to develop an agreement with Tom Roberson concerning Wi-Fi in downtown, review of the Foothills Connect Permit for Occupancy and support for a possible economic development issue with another municipality. 






_______________________________
____________________________

Mayor Sally Lesher

Holly Davis, Town Clerk
