STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

June 2, 2008
The Rutherfordton Town Council held a public hearing and its regular meeting on this day at 7:00 pm, in the Council room of Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Christy Bare, Bob Jones and Terry Cobb.  Councilmember Dancy was out of town and could not attend the meeting. Also in attendance were Town Attorney Louis Nanney and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

Mayor Lesher congratulated John McWhorter and Ruth Colnot of the Community Development Department, on the success of the Main Street Park dedication ceremony.  Mayor Lesher also commented on the success of the Library book sale with approximately $2,300 being made and thanked the Public Works department for their assistance. Councilmember Cobb informed Council the bathrooms at Crestview have been completed and thanked The Rutherfordton Women’s League and Recreation Trust Fund for assistance with funding. Councilmember Cobb also thanked Hargreen’s Construction, Camp Electric, Rollins Plumbing, Godlock Concrete for donations to the project and Kirkland/Ferguson Plumbing supplies for donations of fixtures and gave a special thanks to the Public Works employees for all of their hard work on this project. 
DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councilmember Jones made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilmember Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of May 5, May 14 and May 28, 2008, as written, with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARING
At 7:10 pm, Mayor Lesher declared the public hearing open and stated the purpose of this public hearing is to receive comments concerning the proposed FY 2008-2009 budget. Hearing no comments, at 7:11pm, Mayor Lesher declared the public hearing closed.
QUESTIONS FOR DEPARTMENT LEADERS
Finance Director Rus Scherer presented several budget amendments to Council as follows:  (1) Receive insurance reimbursement and repair Public Works vehicle in the amount of $873.94 coming from account 10-3839-0000 going to account 10-5600-3530. (2) Repair wall at Charlotte Road and Main Street in the amount of $3,050 coming from account 10-3839-000 going to account 10-5600-3510. (3) Sludge removal from holding tank in the amount of $20,000 coming from account 60-3991-0000 going to account 60-7135-3400. Councilmember      Bare made a motion to approve the above mentioned budget amendments as presented, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. Councilmember Jones informed Council of comments he had received on the outstanding job performed by Town of Rutherfordton employees. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilmember Bare reported the Clubhouse Committee continues to meet and the renovation of the Clubhouse continues to be ahead of schedule and the committee is still in the process of choosing finishing materials. The Historic Preservation Commission continues to meet to discuss guidelines. Mayor Lesher informed Council the Library Board has elected new members and continues to work on space utilization and discuss hiring a space planner. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
The first item of Unfinished Business was the approval of the Trail System Plan. The item is being revisited from the May Council meeting. After extensive Council discussion, Council member Bare made a motion to adopt the following resolution:  Town Council approved the concept of the Trail System Plan as presented to Council and authorizes staff to pursue avenues of funding, it being provided, however, that all actions pertaining to funding and/or actual construction of the trails shown on such plan, and portions thereof, is subject to further action and approval by Council, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
NEW BUSINESS
The first item of new business was to receive the presentation of the study to relocate the Public Works facility. Brown Consultants, PA from Asheville was awarded the bid to study the cost to relocate the Public Works Facility from North Washington Street to either the Town property next to the wastewater treatment plant or to Town owned property along the south side of Thunder Road. Harlow Brown from Brown Consultants made the presentation to Council.
The second item of new business was the appointment and reappointment to the Town’s boards and committees.  Councilmember Jones made the motion to appoint and reappoint the following list of names for the various positions, with Councilmember Bare seconding.  Motion passed unanimously. Council will place this item on the July agenda for the remaining appointments.

COMMITTEE/BOARD

PERSON


TERM
ABC Board



Mike Taylor


7-01-08 to 6-30-11

Board of Adjustments

Greg Hodge


7-01-08 to 6-30-11

Broad River Water Authority
Tommy Blanton

7-01-08 to 6-30-11
Councilmember Bare made a motion to hold a special meeting on July 9, 2008, at 8:30 am for the purpose of adopting the FY 2008-2009 budget, with Councilmember Jones seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 
At 8:03 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Closed Session for the purpose of conferring with the town attorney pursuant to the attorney/client privilege with Councilmember Cobb seconding. Motion passed unanimously. After a brief recess Council entered Closed Session at 8:10 pm. 
At 8:36 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to enter into Open Session and adjourn the meeting, with Councilmember Bare seconding. Motion passed unanimously. 






________________________________
                                                                           Mayor Sally Lesher
______________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk
CLOSED SESSION
Council received an update from Town Attorney Louis Nanney concerning continued negotiations with White Oak Partners.  Council also discussed the possibility of a purchase of property adjacent to the Clubhouse.






_______________________________
____________________________

Mayor Sally Lesher

Holly Davis, Town Clerk
