STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

June 9, 2008

The Rutherfordton Town Council held a special meeting this day at 8:30 am, in the Council room of Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  The purpose of this meeting was for further review and possible adoption of the FY 2008-2009 budget.

Mayor Sally Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Terry Cobb, Bob Jones, Christy Bare and Jimmy Dancy.  Also in attendance were: Finance Director Rus Scherer, Police Chief Kevin Lovelace, Public Works Director Keith Ward, Fire Chief Tommy Blanton, Planning and Development Director John McWhorter, Librarian Pat Hardin, Town Attorney Louis Nanney and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

Mayor Lesher asked if anyone present would like to say something about the proposed FY 2008-2009 budget.  PW Director Ward asked Council to reconsider the salary increases for this year, to include just a cost of living, versus a lower cost of living and implementing twenty-five percent of the pay and classification study to move employees in their respective ranges (option 3). Several of the other department leaders agreed that an across the board cost of living increase would be better received, with the high cost of fuel and other inflationary issues.

Council held discussion on the topic of the cost of living versus a lower COLA and implementing twenty-five percent of Option 3.  After a lengthy discussion  the FY 2008-2009 budget ordinance set forth below was unanimously adopted by motion of Councilmember Jones and seconded by Councilmember Cobb.

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

FY 2008-2009 BUDGET ORDINANCE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON, NORTH CAROLINA:

Section 1.     General Fund 


The following amounts are hereby appropriated in the General Fund for the operation of Town Government and its activities for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2008 and ending June 30, 2009 in accordance with the chart of accounts heretofore established for this Town:

	Administration
	$429,852

	Community Development / RTR
	$226,523

	Police
	$1,036,795

	Fire
	$503,224

	Public Works
	$1,002,259

	Library
	$159,320

	Recreation
	$462,305

	
	

	Total
	$3,820,278



It is estimated that the following revenues will be available to the General Fund for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2008 and ending June 30, 2009:

	Ad Valorem Taxes
	$1,621,719

	Other Taxes and Licenses
	$778,576

	Intergovernmental Revenues
	$911,392

	Sales and Services
	$337,886

	Investment Earnings
	$31,000

	Debt
	$84,205

	General Fund Balance Appropriated
	0

	Powell Bill Fund Balance Appropriated
	0

	Miscellaneous Revenues
	$55,500

	
	

	Total
	$3,820,278


Section 2.     Sewer Enterprise Fund

The following amounts are hereby appropriated in the Sewer Enterprise Fund for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2008 and ending June 30, 2009:


Operating




          
$423,260


Debt 






$213,610



Transfer to General Fund



$  37,500




Total



          $   674,370
It is estimated that the following revenues will be available to the Sewer Enterprise Fund 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2008 and ending June 30, 2009:


Sewer Use Fees



          
$   662,475


Tap Fees





$       1,250

Fund Balance





$     
   0
  


Interest Income





$     10,645 




Total



          
$   674,370

Section 3.     Total Budget


That the revenues and expenditures set forth in Section 1 and 2 of this ordinance are hereby summarized as follows:



General Fund




         $3,820,742



Sewer Fund




          $
 674,370




Total



         $4,495,112





Less Interfund Transfers

 (37,500)




Total FY 2008-2009 Budget
         $4,457,612
Section 4.     Tax Rate Established

There is hereby levied a tax at the rate of fifty-two cents ($0.52) per one hundred dollars ($100) valuation of property as listed for taxes as of January 1, 2008 for the purpose of raising the revenue listed as property taxes in the General Fund in Section 2 of this ordinance.  This rate is based on an estimated total valuation of property for the purposes of taxation of $317,233,540 and an estimated collection rate of 97.04%.  The estimated rate of collection is based on the actual rate of collection for fiscal year 2006-2007.

There is hereby further levied an additional tax at the rate of nineteen and one-half cents ($0.195) per on hundred dollars ($100) valuation of property as listed for taxes as of January 1, 2008 within the boundaries of the Rutherfordton Municipal Service District.  (Boundaries as kept on file in the office of the Town Manager) 

Section 5.     Special Authorization Budget Officer

The following authorizations and restrictions shall apply to the adoption and enactment of this budget:

A. The Budget Officer shall be authorized to reallocate departmental appropriations among the various objects of expenditures within the department.

B. Interfund transfers, established in the budget document, may be accomplished without recourse to council.

Section 6.     Utilization of Budget and Budget Ordinance

This Ordinance and Budget Document shall be the basis of the financial plan for the Rutherfordton Municipal Government during the 2008-2009 fiscal year.  The Budget Officer shall administer the budget and shall insure the operating officials are provided guidance and sufficient details to implement their appropriate portion of the budget.  The accounting section shall establish records which are in consonance with the budget and this ordinance and appropriate statutes of the State of North Carolina.

Established this 9th day of June 2008, by the Town Council of the Town of Rutherfordton.







________________________________







            Sally Lesher, Mayor

Attest: _______________________________


Karen Andrews, Town Manager

Councilmember Bare made a motion (see below) to direct Tax Collector Holly Davis to collect taxes charged in tax records and receipts for the Town of Rutherfordton, with Councilmember Dancy seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Council passed: “Pursuant to NCGS 105-321(b), the Town shall direct the Tax Collector to collect the taxes charged in the tax records and receipts.  A copy of this order shall be delivered to the tax collector.  Thereafter, the tax collector shall cause the preparation of the tax “Scroll” and shall deliver a copy thereof to the Town.”

Being no further business, at 8:55 am, Councilmember Jones made a motion to unanimously adjourn the meeting.  







________________________________








Sally Lesher, Mayor

____________________________

Holly Davis, Town Clerk
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