STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

TOWN OF RUTHERFORDTON

May 28, 2008

The Rutherfordton Town Council held a special meeting for FY 2008-2009 budget discussions this day at 5:15 pm, in the Council room at Rutherfordton Town Hall, 129 North Main Street.  Mayor Sally Lesher welcomed all present and called the meeting to order with the following Councilmembers present:  Terry Cobb, Christy Bare, Jimmy Dancy and Bob Jones.  Also in attendance were:  Finance Director Rus Scherer, Police Chief Kevin Lovelace, Public Works Director Keith Ward, Fire Chief Tommy Blanton, Librarian Pat Hardin and Town Manager Karen Andrews.

Council agreed to a twenty-five percent (25%) reduction in the Municipal Service District Tax and to borrow the funds for the Capital Outlay Items.

Council discussed how to allocate the $56,355 remaining dollars for salary increases for Town staff, whether it be an across the board cost of living adjustment or implementing some of Option 3 from the Pay and Classification Study, or a combination of both.
Councilmember Cobb stated he had further questions about the pay for employees. Following discussion, Council consensus was to give all employees a 2% cost of living increase and to implement 25% of Option 3, Pay and Classification Plan which equaled $54,698.  Council consensus was to take the remaining $1,657 and put it towards the cost of living increase for all employees.  Councilmember Dancy requested Council be informed of the average percentage of increase the employees received.
After discussion Council agreed to raise the sewer rate by 9.5%, which would be an estimated increase for the average sewer customer of $2.00 per month.

Council reviewed the fees the Town charges for additional services and supplies.  After a brief discussion Council agreed to charging $10.00 per recycling bin, beginning July 1, 2008; and beginning September 1, 2008, the first load of brush to be picked up would be free (at one free pickup per month) and each load thereafter would be a charge of $90.00 a truck load.  The beginning date for the brush pick up was delayed till September in order to inform Town residents of this change in policy. 
Councilmember Cobb requested Council to consider funding three or four new water fountains at Crestview Park.  Council consensus was to send this request to the Recreation Trust Fund for their recommendation.

Being no further business, at 6:36 pm, Councilmember Jones made a motion to adjourn, with the unanimous vote of Council.
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Mayor Sally Lesher

Holly Davis, Town Clerk

